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[ National Treasure Nageire-do]

The principal object of worship of Sanbutsu-ji temple’s Nageire-do hall is “Zad Gongen”, the main deity
of Shugendd (a Japanese religion based around the ancient worship of mountains). It is said that Nageire-
do took its name from En no Gydja, the founder of Shugendo religion, who “used its magical powers to
throw the hall into the mountain”, with nageire meaning “throw into” and dé meaning “hall” in Japanese.

Nageire-do hall was built in the kake-zukuri construction method, which enables temples to stand on
rocks or steep slopes with the support of long pillars. It displays an architectural style with many elements
characteristic of the Heian period (8"-12" century), such as: thinly-cut wood; girders, beams, rafters and
pillars with extensively flattened sides; slightly curved rafters; and a moya (the sacred central part of a
temple building) in the nagare-zukuri (“streamlined roof”) style with eaves on both sides of the roof. The
hall is characterized by its thatched cypress bark roof, with overhanging single-sloped eaves on the front
and west sides of the moya, and additional lower eaves on the left and right corners.

In addition, along the front and west sides of the outer part of the structure is a walkway with a tall
railing, and in the very back, on the west side only, a sliding wooden door is used as an entrance and exit.

Finally, the official name of the large structure on the right side is “Zad-den”, while the smaller one on
the left is called “Aizen-do”. In recent research, it has been demonstrated through dendrochronology that
the old wood from the structure dates back to the second half of the Heian period (11%-12% century).

In 1904, Nageire-do hall was designated as a Specially Preserved Building, then as an Important Cultural
Property under the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties in 1950, and lastly as a National Treasure
in 1952.




